
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIHAR ELECTIONS 2020 
 

Shri Nitish Kumar was on, 16th 

November, sworn in as the Chief 

Minister of Bihar for the seventh time 

in two decades.  

  

 

ALL ABOUT NIVAR 
 

A tropical cyclone is a weather system 

in which different trade winds meet 

and rotate inwardly to an area of low 

atmospheric pressure, called the 

“eye”.    

 

ONE INDIA – ONE ELECTION 
 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
renewed his pitch for One Nation, One 
Election on 26th November 2020.  
 

 

BIDEN VS TRUMP 
 

The entire world watched the US 
election. The 2020 U.S. election is of 
importance beyond the United 
States, and will shape the 
international landscape.  

 

THE PITAMAHA OF MOUNTAINS 
 

Aravalli Mountains - a mighty, 
contiguous mountain range similar 
to the Himalayas along the North-
Western part of India running in 
North – West direction…. 
 

 

COVID-19 VACCINE UPDATES 
 

Prime Minister Modi visited the units 
at Ahmedabad, Pune and Hyderabad 
to hold consultations with companies 
which are  in an advanced  stages of 
developing the vaccine.  

 

 

INDIA’S OLDEST HUMAN ART 
 

The oldest human settlement in India 
can in fact be dated to as far back as 
1,00,000 years, with rock paintings 
and art which date back to 30,000 
years at Bhimbetka. 
 

 

KUDOS TO THE INDIAN ARMY 
 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi held 
a review meeting with top 
government officials and officers of 
the intelligence establishment over 
the Nagrota encounter. 
 

 

THE INDIAN PARLIAMENT 
 

Parliamentary system is a democratic 
form of government in which the 
party with the majority in the 
parliament (legislature) forms the 
government, its leader becoming 
Prime Minister. 

Dear Students, 

 

Namaste! It is with great pleasure we announce the launch of Prajya – a monthly newsletter created 
exclusively for you! 
 
In these times of high connectivity and information overload, we are all being bombarded with so much 
news every day that it is difficult to sift through everything and identify what is really important. Hence, 
we decided to do it for you by compiling important news and information in a crisp and coherent manner. 
 
Prajya will be released online every month and will cover significant developments in the previous month 
both in India and around the world. General knowledge articles on fascinating historical monuments and 
heritage sites, delightful geographical features of India, factual details about the mindboggling biodiversity 
of India, important initiatives at the national and global scale, stimulating brain teasers and thought 
provoking campaigns leading to constructive and purposeful action and much more. 
 
Our endeavour is to make it as engaging as it is educative. We sincerely hope this effort will not only 
empower you with knowledge but also shape you into responsible citizens of this great nation and the 
world.  
 
-DAV Editorial Team- 
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KNOW OUR PADMA AWARDEES 

The Republic of India traditionally recognises extraordinary 
talent or service of Indians with civilian awards like Bharat Ratna, 
Padma Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan and Padma Shri. Popularly 
called ‘Padma’ awards, the list has some interesting, lesser-
known recipients, of late.  
 
Let’s learn about one such person now. 
 
109 year old Saalumarada Thimmakka, a childless villager 
from Tumukuru District, Karnataka with no formal education, 
has planted and nurtured 400 plus banyan trees and 8000 other 
trees along a 4 kilometre highway stretch between her village and 
the next.  
 
The initiative which she started along with her husband (he 
passed away in 1991) has got her worldwide acclaim and awards 
(18 national and international), the most prestigious being the 
Padma Shri award that she received in 2019. 

 

QUESTIONS 

      
 

Q.1.    Which new definition was included in the 

Motor Vehicles Amendment Act, 2019? 

Q.2. What is the name of the heavy weight 

torpedo which was recently delivered to the 

Indian Navy?  

Q.3. What is the new initiative introduced by 

Indian Railways to provide safety and security to 

women passengers during train journeys?   

Q.4. Who is the speaker of the Bihar Legislative 

Assembly? 

Q.5. What is the theme for National Pharmacy 

Week 2020? 

Q.6. ‘Har Ghar Nal Yojana' has been implemented 

in which Indian state / Union Territory? 

Q.7. Which High Court is the first one to live 

stream proceedings? 

Thimmakka receiving the award from the 
President Ram Nath Kovind in March 2019 

 

UNHAILED HEROES 

D.A.V. CAMPUS NEWS 
 

  Kanaklata Barua 
 
Kanaklata Barua (22 December 1924 – 20 
September 1942), also called Birbala, was an 
Assamese Indian independence activist. 
 
During the Quit India Movement Barua 
joined the Mrityu Bahini, a death squad 
comprising groups of youth from the Gohpur 
sub division of Assam.  
 
On 20th September 1942, the Bahini decided 
to hoist the national flag at the local police 
station. A procession of unarmed villagers 
was led by Barua to do so. The police warned 
the procession of dire consequences if they 
proceeded with their plan.  

Undeterred by the police, Kanakalatha held the flag high and 
marched on shouting slogans of KARO YA MARO. Barua was shot 
and killed when the police fired upon the procession. She was only 
17 years of age when she laid down her life for the freedom of the 
country. Her words “You can kill our human bodies but not our 
souls made of iron” before her martyrdom, served as a source of 
inspiration for many.   



 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  

Around 7.29 crore people were eligible 
to vote in the 2020 Bihar election. Out 
of this, nearly 78 lakhs were first-
time voters. 

Due to COVID -19, number of 
polling stations increased from 
65,367 in 2015 to 1,06,526 in 2020 
Assembly Polls. 

With just 3 phases, 2020 Assembly 
polls is the shortest in the last 15 
years. February 2005 polls was 
also held in 3 phases. 

Nitish Kumar was on, 16th November, sworn in as the Chief 

Minister of Bihar for the seventh time in two decades.  

 

The Chief Minister on Tuesday, 17th November, allocated 

portfolios among them, keeping with himself home, general 

administration, vigilance and three more departments. 

 

Deputy CM Tarkishore Prasad got finance, commercial, 

environment, tax, forest and disaster management, urban 

development and information technology departments.  

 

Another Deputy CM Renu Devi got panchayati raj, 

backward classes development, ECB and industry portfolios. 

 

 When did the 
elections take 

place? 
Between 
October 28 and 
November 7 
2020 in three 
phases. 

 

Phase 1- Oct 28 
 

Phase 2- Nov 3 
 

Phase 3 - Nov 7 

Legislative Assembly 
 

A legislative assembly or Vidhan Sabha is a legislative body in a state of 

India. A Member of the Legislative Assembly (MLA) is a representative 

elected by the voters of an electoral district (constituency) to the 

legislature of State government. Each state in India is divided into 

different areas or constituencies. 
 

From each constituency, the people elect one representative who then 

becomes a member of the Legislative Assembly (MLA). The Party that 

wins the majority seats (more than half) forms the State Government. 
  

The Chief Minister and other Ministers form the executive part of the 

Government. The Ministers head various departments like the Health, 

Education, Transportation, etc. 
 

 

Results for the 243 constituencies in 
Bihar elections were announced on 
November 10,2020. 

Results of the Bihar Assembly Elections 2020 

The NDA alliance has won majority in Bihar Assembly Elections by 

winning 125 seats and has formed government again in the state.  

Tejashwi Yadav-led RJD emerged as the single-largest party in the state 

with 75 seats, followed by the BJP with 74 seats.  

Nitish Kumar-led JDU managed to get 43 assembly constituencies. 

Courtesy: economictimes.indiatimes.com | oneindia.com | jagranjosh.com | scroll.in | thehindu.com |news18.com 
 
 

Despite the novel corona virus pandemic, 
Bihar saw a considerable voter turnout. 

 

Main alliances in the election 

National Democratic Alliance  
CM face of the Alliance 

 Nitish Kumar 
 

Mahagathbandhan 
CM face of the Alliance  

Tejaswi Yadav 

 

National Democratic Alliance (NDA) 

• Janata Dal United (115 seats) 

• Bharatiya Janata Party (110 seats) 

• Vikassheel Insaan Party (11 seats) 

• Hindustani Awam Morcha (7 seats) 

Mahagathbandhan (MGB) 
• Rashtriya Janata Dal (144 seats) 
• Congress (70 seats) 
• Communist Party of India  (6 seats) 
• CPI - Marxist-Leninist (19 seats) 
• CPI-  Marxist (4 seats) 

•  

BIHAR 2020 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

ALL ABOUT NIVAR 
 

Calm Before the Storm  
Imagine being on a boat just off the coast, when all of a sudden it gets 
windy and rainy. Pretty soon the wind is blowing so hard that you 
can't stand on the deck without holding on, and the rain is coming 
down so hard that it hurts when it hits you. You look up in the sky and 
see a massive swirling cloud. You realize you had better get to the 
shore, because it looks like a cyclone is forming! 
 
“Eye” spy a tropical cyclone 
A tropical cyclone is a weather system in which different trade winds 
meet and rotate inwardly to an area of low atmospheric pressure, 
called the “eye”. A tropical cyclone gets its energy from the 
evaporation of water from the heated ocean surface, creating an area 
of low pressure. Air from the surrounding region rushes in. The 
rushing cool air becomes warm and moist. The rising saturated moist 
air then re-condenses into rain bearing clouds.  The whole system of 
clouds and wind keeps spinning and growing, thus gaining 
momentum.  Cyclone formation 

 

All the same 
Indian Ocean-cyclones| Atlantic Ocean -hurricanes | Pacific Ocean - typhoons 

What’s in a name? 
Naming cyclones dates back a couple of centuries 

using different criteria; the Indian 

Meteorological Department (IMD), following the 

World Meteorological Organization (WMO) 

guidelines, assigns names for cyclones in the 

North Indian Ocean based on a list totalling 169 

names provided by 13 countries surrounding this 

ocean basin.   

 

With Nivar and Burevi gone, what’s the name of 

the next?  

 

Nivar- Where and When 
In late November 2020, Cyclone “Nivar” (meaning “light” in Persian, named by Iran) was formed as the 8th depression and 4th storm of the 
2020 North Indian Ocean cyclone season. On November 22nd, Nivar formed as a low pressure area in the Bay of Bengal, intensified into a 
depression the following day, and became a “severe cyclonic storm” on November 24th. 

 

Storm Warnings and Preparations 
The IMD posted cyclone warnings off the coasts of Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Sri Lanka. The 
government took several steps in response: 

• Sent National Disaster Response Force teams (NDRF) to Cuddalore and Chennai 

• Stopped public transport in 7 districts in Tamil Nadu, 

• Evacuated people in vulnerable areas to safer locations 

• Stored rations and fuel for post-cyclone use 

• Declared a public holiday for November 24th and 25th 

Landfall and Effects 
Nivar made landfall around midnight on November 24th, near Puducherry, bringing extremely 
heavy rains and winds up to 130kmph to Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, and Puducherry. The 
strong winds and rains uprooted trees, toppled electric poles, and caused flash floods in all 3 
States. The storm gradually weakened inside the land area though strong rainfall and winds 
continued over the next few days.  
 
Nivar was easily one of the intense cyclonic storms to hit South India in recent times. But the 
damage caused was relatively less. How come?  Experts believe that it was due to accurate 
weather predictions, timely dissemination of information, heightened public awareness, and also 
preparedness of the government.  
 

Did you know? 
1. Since 2006, Regional Specialised Meteorological Centre of IMD issues cyclone 
warnings (colour coded) to the State Government. 

• Pre Cyclone Watch (green) 

• Cyclone Alert (Yellow) 

• Cyclone Warning (Orange)  

• Post Landfall Outlook (Red) 
2. Storm Warning Signals (1 to 11) – Hoisted by respective ports.  (based on 
severity of cyclone, windspeed and the port area through which the cyclone will 
have landfall)  
3. Fleet Forecast – issued to Indian Navy and coastal areas covering 75 kms from 
the coast-line 
4. Sea Area Bulletin – issued for sea areas beyond 75 kms 
5. On an average, four cyclones affect India every year 
 
Name the Next! TAUKTAE named by Myanmar 

 

Courtesy: en.wikipedia.org|imd.gov.in |tropicsbeach.com |pinterest.com | indianexpress.com | sites.google.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

ONE INDIA – ONE ELECTION 
 

First proposal 

 

· Elections to the Lok Sabha, 12 States, and a Union Territory 

may be synchronized in 2019. 

 

· Elections to the remaining States and UTs (with 

legislatures) will be synchronized by the end of 2021. 

 

· Thereafter, elections to the Lok Sabha, all the State 

Legislative Assemblies and Union Territories (with 

legislatures) will be held simultaneously from 2024. 

 

The second option involved 

synchronization in two batches. 

· First, elections to the 12 State Legislative Assemblies and one 

Union Territory would be synchronized with elections to the Lok 

Sabha in 2019.  
 

· Next, elections to the remaining State Legislative Assemblies will 

be synchronized with that of one Union Territory by the end of 

2021.  
 

This makes elections across the country synchronized in such a 

manner that they will be held twice every five years. 

 

Master: Let us now discuss its merits. Saran, what is your opinion? 

Saran: Simultaneous polls will reduce the enormous costs involved in separate 

elections. 

Abhijith: Yes Master, simultaneous elections will reduce election expenditure in 

terms of finance and reduce diversion of human resources for election duties. 

Swetha: This system will help ruling parties focus on governance instead of being 

constantly in election mode. It will minimize the impact of the Model Code of 

Conduct on development works. 

Saran: Simultaneous polls will boost voter turnout according to the Law 

Commission. It will reduce social tension and law and order issues caused by 

frequent elections. 

 

The moment he heard the cycle bell of the newspaper boy, Abhijit came running outside his 

house. He was eagerly waiting for the day’s newspaper.  

His master, Mr. Niranjan, who is training him for a talent examination, advised him to develop 

the habit of newspaper reading.  

He glanced through the headlines. One of the main headlines attracted his attention. 
 

Prime Minister renews his pitch for One Nation One Election 

 

He read that Prime Minister Narendra Modi renewed his pitch for One Nation, One Election while addressing the concluding session of the 

80th All India Presiding Officers Conference on 26th November 2020. Abhijith was quite interested in the idea. However, he had several 

doubts regarding its implementation.  

He decided to clarify his doubts with his master and friends. As usual, he visited the local library in the evening. His master and 2 friends 

were waiting in the small discussion hall. Ever since they started preparation for the talent examination, they met in the library every evening 

for discussions.  

Abhijith greeted his master and friends and said he had a new topic for discussion – One Nation, One Election.  

Master: Excellent Abhijith. It is a highly relevant topic. Tell me, what do you know about that? 

Abhijith: Master, the idea of “One Nation, One Election” is a system where elections to all states and the Lok Sabha will have to be 

held simultaneously. Voters would vote for electing members of the Lok Sabha and the State Assemblies on a single day. 

Saran: Master, is it a new concept? 

Master: No, simultaneous elections are not new to India. They were the norm until 1967.  

But following the dissolution of some Legislative Assemblies in 1968 and 1969 and that  

of the Lok Sabha in December 1970, elections to State Assemblies and Parliament have  

been held separately. 

Swetha: Master, my father told me the background of this concept.  

Election Commission mooted this concept in its annual report in 1983.  

The Law Commission’s Report also referred to it in 1999. The recent push came ahead of the 2014 Lok Sabha polls in the BJP manifesto. The 

Niti Aayog prepared a working paper on it in January 2017.  

Master: Very good, Swetha. I am happy that all of you are quite thorough with current affairs.  

Abhijith: Master, do we require any constitutional amendments to implement this idea?  

Master: Yes, according to Law Commission, at least “five constitutional recommendations” would be required to get this off the ground.  

Saran: Were there any proposals regarding its implementation?  

Master: Yes, there were two proposals to conduct simultaneous elections.  

 

Abhijith: Simultaneous elections promote a national perspective over a regional perspective. This is important for the unity of the 

country and it will make the governments stable.  

Swetha: Master, is this practised in any other country?  

Master: Yes, In Sweden, elections to counties, municipal councils take place along with General Elections.   

Abhijith: In South Africa National Assembly, municipal council, and provincial legislative elections are held simultaneously. 

Master: Excellent, children! Let us hope that our politicians will arrive at a consensus and implement this idea shortly. That’s all for 

today’s discussion. We shall meet again tomorrow. 

Students: Thanks a lot, Master. 

 
Courtesy: civicsdaily.com |thehindu.com 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

US ELECTION 2020 – JOE BIDEN VS DONALD TRUMP 
 

Political Parties 
 

The United States has two major national political parties, the Democratic Party and the Republican Party. 

For Example • The winner of the election is determined 

through a system called the electoral college.  

• The number of electors from each state is 

roughly in line with the size of its population.  

• There are 538 electoral college votes in total in 

the US 

• Their job is to choose the president and vice-

president.   

 

• If a candidate wins 50.1% of the vote in Texas, 

they are awarded all of the state's 38 electoral 

votes.  

• Every state they win gets them closer to the 270 

electoral college votes they need. 

• Due to these rules, a candidate can win the 

election without getting a higher number of 

popular votes at the national level. 

Who are the Americans voting for? 
When Americans go to the polls in presidential elections, they are actually voting for a group of officials 

who make up the electoral college. 
. 

How does the electoral college work? 
 

The entire world watched the US election. The 2020 U.S. election is of importance 

beyond the United States, and will shape the international landscape.  

Campaigned by President Donald Trump and former Vice President Joe Biden, this 

has given the outside world an insight into the issues that matter to the American 

voters.  

It has also highlighted the political polarization splitting the U.S. electorate. 

The Democrats  
Joe Biden and Kamala Harris 

 

The Republicans  
Donald Trump and Mike Pence 
 

Has a candidate lost the public vote but become president? 

Yes. In fact, two out of the last five elections were won by candidates who had fewer 

votes from the general public than their rivals. In 2016, Donald Trump had almost 

three million fewer votes than Hillary Clinton, but won the presidency because the 

electoral college gave him a majority. 

 

Generally, states award all their electoral college votes to the party that wins the poll of ordinary voters (common people) in the state. 
 

Joe Biden, who turned 78 this November, is the 
oldest person ever elected to the White House.  
 

Mr. Biden’s running mate, Kamala Devi Harris, a 
U.S. Senator from California, will become the 
first woman and first Indian- and African-
American Vice-President of the country.  
 

Do you know? 

• Former American Vice President and Democrat Presidential candidate Joe Biden broke the record for receiving the 
highest votes ever for a presidential candidate in the history of US politics. 

• The party colours- red for Republicans and blue for Democrats - was not standard until the election of 2000. 
 

Courtesy: washingtonpost.com | bbc.com | theguardian.com/us | jfklibrary.org | economist.com | the hindu.com | diffen.com 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

If you happened to get into a Time Machine (as described in Science fiction 

Movies) and travel millions of years back to the past, you would find a mighty, 

contiguous mountain range similar to the Himalayas along the North-Western 

part of India running in North – West direction from Delhi to Gujarat across 

southern Haryana and Rajasthan.  

 

Yes, we are referring to the Aravalli Mountains! Once upon a time, the 

Aravalli Mountains were as lofty as the Himalayas with rich flora and fauna. 

However, years of natural denudation and unplanned mining activities by man 

has converted this mountain king to the status of a group of scattered low hills.  

 

Formation of Aravalli Mountains 

To trace the origin of the Aravalli Mountains we need to travel to the 

Gondwana Age. Aravalli is a typical fold mountain formed due to tectonic 

movements. “It took two billion years (from a point in time between 3.2 billion 

years to 1.2 billion years ago) of shoving and pushing of tectonic plates and 

magma outpourings to create these ancient fold mountains."  

How did this mountain range get its name?  
 
The word Aravalli has originated from the Sanskrit language and can be broken down into two ‘Ara’ and  
‘Valli’ which means the ‘line of peaks’.   
The highest peak of the 692 km long Aravalli Range is in Mount Abu which is at a distance of 160 km 
from Udaipur. The place is known as Guru Shikhar in Mount Abu with an altitude of 5650 feet. 
Aravalli range gives rise to several rivers of which Luni, Sakhi, Banas, Sabarmati, and Sahibi are the 
prominent ones. 
 

HUMAN HISTORY 
The Aravalli Range has been the site of three broad stages of human history 

I. Early Stone Age:  

Flintstones were used as weapons. A prehistoric 

Stone Age tool, an Acheulean hand axe, was 

found at a bus stop inside the forested Jawaharlal 

Nehru University (JNU) campus in 1983. 

II. Mid-Stone Age 
 

 Domestication of cattle for 

agriculture started during this 

period. 

III. Post Stone Age 
   

City civilizations like Kalibangan, Aahar and    

      Ganeshwar developed in the Aravalli 

region 

Economic Significance 

Aravalli Range is rich in minerals such as marble, granite, and sandstone. It also produces commercially viable quantities of minerals such 
as rock phosphate, lead-zinc- silver mineral deposits at Zawar, etc. It also houses several herbs, animals, and birds. 
 
Many medicinal herbs such as Guggal, Moosli, Amla and Khadaya can be found in the forests of Khair, Salai, Khakhara, Timru, and Modad 

of these ranges.  

Numerous animals like fox, Indian pangolin, porcupine, star tortoise, blue bull, leopard, Indian civet, sloth bear, striped hyena, many 

venomous & non-venomous species of reptiles, birds like white-backed vultures, spoonbills, black vultures, osprey and storks can be found 

on the hills of Aravalli range. 

Courtesy: udaipurblog.com| geographyandyou.com | livemint.com | wikipedia.org 

Natural Heritage sites like Aravalli should be protected. Mining activities in this region have to be restricted.  
Governments, NGOs and general public must come forward to initiate the process of preserving the Aravalli ranges.   

ANSWERS 
 

A1: Aggregators (Example Ola & Meru)  
A2: Varunastra  
A3: Meri Saheli 
A4: Vijay Kumar Sinha  
A5: Pharmacists: Frontline Health Professionals 
A6: Uttar Pradesh  
A7: Gujarat 

SWACHH BHARAT 
MISSION OBJECTIVES 

 

To eliminate or reduce open defecation. 
Eradication of manual scavenging 

Solid and liquid waste management through gram panchayats. 
To effect behavioural change regarding healthy sanitation practices 

Generate awareness about sanitation and its linkage with public health 
Capacity augmentation for ULB's 

To create an enabling environment for private sector participation in 
Capex (capital expenditure) and Opex (Operation and Maintenance 

expenditure) 

ARAVALLI - THE PITAMAHA OF INDIAN MOUNTAINS !!! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

COVID-19: VACCINE UPDATES 

Even though Covid-19 cases continue to dip across the country, the union government is 
busy with a roadmap to ensure last mile vaccine delivery to every citizen of the nation when 
the vaccine gets ready.  

The three major pharma companies which are in an advanced stage of developing the 
vaccine are Gennova Biopharma, Biological E and Dr. Reddy’s. Prime Minister Modi 
visited the units at Ahmedabad, Pune and Hyderabad to hold consultations.  

India’s Covid-19 vaccine development plans and its rollout  
 

• Punjab Chief minister Captain Amarinder Singh took the first shot of the Covid-19 vaccine 

in Punjab. He will become the second lawmaker after Haryana minister Anil Vij who was 

administered a trial dose of Bharat Biotech’s vaccine in November. 

• ICMR-NICED on 02.12.2020 started the phase III regulatory trials of Bharat Biotech’s 

coronavirus vaccine candidate Covaxin, in Kolkata. Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar, who 

inaugurated the Phase III trials, expressed hope that the trials will be conducted smoothly. 

The trial will involve 26,000 volunteers from all over the nation. 

• ICMR director Balram Bhargava said, “Our purpose is to break the chain of virus 

transmission. If we are able to vaccinate a critical mass of people and break the chain of 

transmission, then we may not have to vaccinate the entire population.” 

• Cabinet secretary Rajiv Gauba met health secretaries, chief secretaries and other senior 

officials of the states and union territories to discuss the rollout of vaccines when available. 

He has also asked officials to develop a database of groups of people who will be prioritized 

for inoculation once the vaccine is made available.  

Government is planning to inoculate an estimated amount of one crore 

frontline health workers with the first dose of the Covid-19 vaccine. 

The AIIMS Ethics Committee gave its nod for 

a human clinical trial to begin from 

06.12.2020.  

The human trial of Covaxin has begun at the 
All India Institute of Medical Sciences, Patna 
which chose 10 volunteers to start the human 
trial of Covaxin. 

AstraZeneca has signed several supply and 

manufacturing deals with companies and 

governments around the world, including 

the Serum Institute of India. 

Other late-stage vaccines are developed by 

Moderna Inc., Pfizer Inc. with partner 

BioNTech SE and Johnson & Johnson. 

Courtesy: thetimesofindia.com 

 

BHIMBETKA ROCK SHELTERS: INDIA’S OLDEST HUMAN ART 

Bhimbetka rock shelters are an archaeological site in the foothills of the Vindhya Range, 
central India. They are situated some 28 miles (45 km) south of Bhopal, in west-central 
Madhya Pradesh state. 

• Legend says Bhimbetka is derived from 'bhimbaithka' meaning 'the sitting place of 

Bhima', one of the Pandavas 

• Out of the 760 rock shelters, 500 are adorned with paintings 

• The painting of an enormous red bison attacking a man is visible only when the sun 

is just right 

• An art gallery hides amongst the massive, black boulders of Bhimbetka with 

millennia old pictures 

• Just 25 km from Bhimbetka lies Bhojpur, a town that houses one of the biggest 

shivlings in the country in its beautiful Shiva temple 

The dawn of mankind continues to be one of the most fascinating periods of our 
history. A common answer when exploring the earliest traces of prehistory in India 
is the Indus Valley civilization of Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro. 
 
The Indus Valley Civilization, dating back 5000 years, is one of the first recorded 
civilizations. Yet the oldest human settlement in India, Bhimbetka, can in fact be 
dated  as far back as 1,00,000 years, with rock paintings and art which date back 
to 30,000 years. 
 

Courtesy: Wikipedia | mptourism.com | theculturtrip.com 
 

On a typical rainy night, you are likely to have a visitor flying into your 
apartment. The visitor looks dark brown from a distance but at a closer look, 
he/she offers a beautiful sight. Commonly mistaken for their cousins the 
butterflies, moths, on a closer look, come in breath-taking variety and 
designs.  
 

Do you know that there are easily more than 10,000 varieties of moths in 
India? So, next time, you find a semi mobile moth on the floor or wall of your 
house, grab your handset, get a good, closer click and rush for identification 
using a free online tool.  
 

Here is a picture of the Indian Moon Moth also known as Indian Luna Moth 
(Actias selene).  
 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KUDOS TO THE INDIAN ARMY 

TERROR STRIKES AGAIN 
India woke to a frenzied news of yet 
another terrorist attack on 19th 
November 2020. In the three-hour 
encounter between terrorists and 
security forces near Ban Toll Plaza in the 
Nagrota area, Jammu District, four 
terrorists were eliminated. The 
encounter broke out after a truck was 
intercepted at 5.00 a.m. during a routine 
check. During the search, the terrorists 
opened fire on CRPF soldiers using 
heavy ammunition. Government sources 
said that the terrorists were planning 
“something big” on the anniversary of 
the 26/11 Mumbai terror attack. 
 
IN THE RECENT PAST 
This is not the first attack. In an earlier 
incident, our Indian Army base in 
Nagrota was attacked on 29th November, 
2016 by a group of militants. 

MODUS OPERANDI 
Security agencies suspected that the four Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) militants had used a trans-border tunnel to infiltrate into India. The 
Armed forces launched a massive operation to identify the route. The 150-metre-long underground tunnel was detected near International 
Border in Jammu and Kashmir's Samba sector on November 22nd. Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a review meeting with Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah, National Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval, Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla and top intelligence 
establishment over the Nagrota encounter. 
 
On November 23, 2020 India started sharing the evidence of Pakistan's involvement in the Nagrota terror attack with the international 
community. Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla briefed a set of foreign envoys including those of US, Russia, France and Japan.  
 
BRAVE SONS OF MOTHER INDIA 
Our ever-vigilant Army has always displayed utmost bravery and professionalism and thwarted the evil intentions of terrorists. Our policy 
of Zero Tolerance to Terror has frightened the cowards and the number of attacks has significantly come down in the recent times. 

WISH TO MAKE YOUR MOTHERLAND PROUD?  JOIN DEFENCE SERVICES!!! 

THE INDIAN PARLIAMENT 
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Unicameral legislature is a form of legislature where only one 
house (one central unit) exists to make and implement laws for the 
state/country. E.g., Sri Lanka, Sweden, New Zealand, Iran, Hungary 

Bicameral system is a system of government in which the 
legislature comprises two houses. E.g., India, USA, Australia, Brazil, 
Canada 

The first parliamentary form of government was formed in Britain. 
The British parliament, is often referred to as the “Mother of 
Parliaments.” It consists of the Sovereign, the House of Lords and the 
House of Commons. 
  
 
 

The Constitution of India came into force on January 26, 1950.  
The first general elections under the new Constitution were held 
during the year 1951-52 and the first elected parliament came into 
existence in April, 1952. 
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Parliament is the supreme legislative body of India. 
Legislature is the law-making branch of a government. 
Legislatures may be unicameral or bicameral 

Parliamentary system is a democratic form of government in which 
the party (or a coalition of parties) with the majority in the parliament 
(legislature) forms the government, its leader becoming Prime 
Minister.  
 

Executive functions are exercised by cabinet ministers appointed by 
the prime minister.  
 

The parties in the minority serve in the opposition. The duty of the 
opposition is to critically examine the functioning of the government 
and offer constructive suggestions for a better functioning of 
democracy. 
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